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Ta THEM. 34 CRIEICE. THE 84 CRIFICES oF THANKS: 


GIVING, AND DE CLARE. ans WORKS WITH r- 
F0ICING. | a 


TI Palms of David are calculated 
to afford the moſt pleaſing entertainment to the 


ſerious mind. The pious author breathes ſuch a 
ſpirit of elevated devotion, as can ſcarcely fail, uſe- 


fully, to impreſs thoſe who attentively examine 
his writings. This good man, by the providence 
of God, was called to paſs through varying ſcenes. 
Health and ſickneſs, joy and ſorrow, pr oſperity 
and adverſity, he- alternately experienced. Not 


only were oütwafd ſcenes ſhifting with him, but 


the ſtate and exerciſes of his "mind were various. 


Sometimes,“ the comforts of God delighted his foul”? 
He enjoyed all thoſe divine conſolations, which 


our holy religion imparts. At other times, he 


was in a ſtate of darkneſs and depreſſion. His 


particular 


; 
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pale feelings and Exerciſes of withch a0 hot 
different ſeaſons, gave riſe to 2 number of his 


#47 


Palms. | Every chriſtian, therefore, in all the vi. 
ciffitudes of human life, will find ſome x part of 


David's writings adapted to his own circumſtan- 
ces. Are health and proſperity your happy lot, 
or are you in trouble and adverſity ! Do you la- 
ment the want of fervent piety, « or do you feel the 
exerciſe of ardent ov In the- writings of holy 
David you may ſind meditations ſuited to either 
ſtate. £ 
If invited to join in the pleafanit duty of thank. 
giving, we can hardly follow him in this part of 

| devotion, without receiving ſome uſeful impref. 
ſions. Sacred hiſtory does not preſent us any 
character, except the Savior who appears to have 
been ſo deeply impreſſed with the goodneſs of God. 
How often was he engaged, in the duty, of thankſ. 
_ giving ? In what 2 feeling. manner does he re. 
count divine mercies? With what warmth. of 
gratitude does he. render praiſe ? ? While he had 
the moſt admiring views of divine goodnefs, and 
his heart was under the influence. of. the meſt 

_ grateful. ſentiments,, he. would lead others to 
the ſame views, and i impre! ; them: with. the ſame 
| ſentiments. This appears to have been the deſigy 
of the pſalm, from which the text is taken. Tbat 
he might, 1 in the molt. ſucceſsful, manner, Excite 
love and awaken gratitude, he recapitulates: ſome 
of the manifold providences of God::. While em- 
l in the review of paſt. benefits, the mercics 

of 


* 1 
of henyen appeared ſo numerous and great, a8 
filled his heart with love ànd thankfulneſs, and he 
gives vent to the pious feelings of his ſoul in the 
following language. O give thanks unto the Lord, 
far deen gude for hit mercy endureth forever. Hav- 
ing enumerated many of the kind providences of 
God, he cloſes the deſcription, with an animated 
and devout afpiration: Oh that men-would praiſe the 
Lord fbr his goodneſs, and for his wonderful works to 
the children of menil Let them ſacrifice the facri 29 f | 
thankſoiving, and declare his works with rejoicing.” - 

The preſent day being ſet apart for the expreſs 
purpoſe of commemorating the bleſſings of heav- 
en in the paſſing year, O that God would give us, 
that devout ſpirit and thankful "_ Wn air 
David poſſeſſed. | | 

That I may aſſiſt you in your mealichtinin this 
day, I hall endeavor to deſcribe the manner, in 
which we may acceptably ſacrifice the ſacrifices of 
thankſgiving. Then propoſe ſeveral conktidera- 
tions as incentives to We e n I be" en 
mitted, 21 15 4 

Firſt, to 6 tdb 8 manner, in 3 we may 


acceptably Jacrifice the ſacrifices of 'thankſgiving. 
The form of expreſſion in the text is conforma- 


ble to the Jewiſh religion, and is uſed With a 
manifeſt allifion to their mode of Worſhip. Their 
religion, you are ſenſible; conſiſted, in a conſidera- 
ble part, of ſacriſices. For ſin they muſt bring 
W fin offering; for mercies the thank: offering. 
In the blood of beaſts God no longer taketh pleaſ- 
2 ure 
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ure. The worſhip under the goſpel is purely 
ſpiritual. Accommodating the 3 of the 

text to the goſpel, it may imply, 
That, we meditate on the goodneſs of God. 
Serious meditation: has.a happy tendency, to pre- 
pare the heart for devotional exerciſes. Innumer. 
able are the bleſſings, which we have received from 
God. I would declare and ſpeak of them, ſaid 
the Pſalmiſt, they are more, than can be numbered.” 
How many are the perſonal favors ſhown us? How 
valuable are the bleſſings whichhave been conferred 
ON Our families ? Some can remember” the bed of 
ſicknels, from which they have been raiſed; oth- 
ers kind preſervation, when in the moſt imminent 
danger. From the review of paſt life, we per- 
ceive that the goodneſs of God has ever followed 
us. His favors have been new, every morning 
nad: every night. If with one hand Hk has af- 
flicted, with the other Hx has done us good. If 
ne hath deprived us of ſome valuable comforts, 
HE hath beſtowed: and continued others. In the 
midſt of affliction E has ever remembered mer - 
cy, and when Hz has corre@ed;it has been-with 
a father's hand. Let it then be a part of the em- 
ployment of this day, to refreſh « our. mien with 
pat benbkits.':.i_£25npigiet £ } 03 a4 
It was the practice of Moſes; while leader — 
lawgiver to the Hebrews, td recapitulate the 
great events of Providence, to refreſſi the minds 
of the people with the paſt Wonders of God's 


gocdnabe in Order to excite their gratitude, en- 
ja gage 


L 9: Y 


gage their confidence and ſecure their future obe- 
dience. How happily were ſuch means adapted 


to produce thoſe deſired effects? When retracing 
the paſt events of human life, can you point 


out the day, which has brought no favor from 


God, or mark the hour, or moment, when you 
were not under growing obligations to heaven? 
If our lives have been crowned with loving kind- 


neſs and tender mercy; if the ſtream of divine 


goodneſs has never ceaſed to flow; then it muſt 
be proper that we ſhould meditate on the paſt 

courſe of providence, which, through the bleſſing 

of God, will be an hopeful means of preparing us 

to render the ſacrifice of thankſgiving. 


That we may preſent an acceptable chank offer- 


ing, we muſt make mention of the loving kind - 

neſs of the Lord. Sr God are to be 

declared uitb rejoicing.” How. pleatant was this 
part of worſhip to the devout Plalmiſt! 5+ TI. 

| bleſs the Lord at all timer : his praiſe ſball continually 

be in ny mouth; O magnify the Lord with me and 


let us exalt hit name together. Serve the; Lord with: 9 


gladneſs : come before his preſence with Janging-. X Hoh 

ye that the-Lord he is God, it is he that hath. made un, 
and not-we ourſelves: ; we are bis people and the pee 
| of bis paſture. Enter into bis gates with thankſgiving: 
and into his courts with praiſe; be thankful unto him > 


and bleſs his name. Though there is little virtue 5 


in rendering praiſe to God with the lips, unleſs this 


5 praiſe i is the incenſe of the heart; yet, praiſe flow] - 
ing . eee is very acceptable to him. 


B Which. 
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Which leads me to add, that a grateful heart 


is neceſſary to preſent an acceptable thank offer. 
ing. We may meditate on paſt mercies, we may 
_ expreſs praiſes with our lips, yet our offering not 
be accepted of God. The thank offering muſt be 
_ preſented on the altar of the heart. A proſperous! 
and ſucceſsful train of events ever inſpires us with 


joy and gladneſs; ſtill we may be deſtitute of 
thoſe grateful ſentiments, without which no pro- 


feſſions of thankfulneſs will be accepted by heaven. 


| Muſt not our minds receive a deep impreſſion 


from the ſevere reproof adminiſtered by our Sav- 


ior to the Jews? © This people draweth nigh unto 
me with their mouth, and honoreth me with their lips: 
but their heart is far from me.” Our worſhip is a 


mere ſhew of religion, a vain pretence, a piece of 


_ formality and ceremony, if our hearts be not en- 
gaged in the duties of devotion. It is the thank- 


ful heart, which gives a value to the offering. 
An inſtructive leſſon we learn from the exam-. 
ple of Cain and Abel. © Cain brought of the fruit 
of the ground an offering unto the Lord. Abel brought” 
of the firRlings of his flock and the fat thereof.” The 
one was accepted, the other was rejected. Muſt 
this be imputed to the difference in the offerings, 


or the temper of the offerers? Was it not 
<« by faith, that Abel offered to God, a more acceptable 
facfifice than Cain?“ Would it not be uſeful to re- 


member, when we engage in worthip, that an om- 


niſcient, omnipreſent Bix is the witneſs and ſpec- 
tator of our conduct, who cannot be deceived 


L 1 7] 

and will not be mocked? Did we conſider this, 
how would: it Tolemnize our ſpirits ? And how 
concerned ſhould we be, that the nap of our 
minds he right? 0 

I I ſhall only obſerve Under this: branch of; our 
ſubject, that a good man will be ſolicitous that 
he offers praiſe, in the manner which has been de- 


ſcribed. 4 He approaches the altar With < folemn : 
reverence. He looks up to the fountain, from 


vwhence ſtreams of goodneſs have continually been 


flowing. He:remembers a en mercies, for 


hankful. To him it is 
pleaſurable to ſurvey the paſt blelings of his life, 


which he ought to be than 


and to purſue the courſe of divine providence to- 


wards himſelf. His mind is employed in devout 


meditations. He is not the formal, but humble, 
l and engaged worſhipper- WIN 


r 


I would now propoſe ſome conſiderations, as in- 


* 2 RY 


citements' to the duty of thankſgiving. 


© Fire. The continuance of the goſpel i is ableſſing, 
for which we ought, eſpecially; to be thankful. 


The efforts of infidelity have been unremitted to 0 


deſtroy Chriſtianity. We are not generally ap- 


prized of the exertions, which have been made, 2 


(to uſe the language of one of its profeſſed adver- 


ſaries,) c to place religion in the back ground.“ 
The enemies of revelation could not have been 
more perſevering, had it been one of the _ 


eſt curſes; ever inflited on Ration n 
The oppoſition made to it, has been ſyſtemati- 
cally purſued, lt "_—_ be a on agu 


een 
9 s 
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A a combination has been form. 
ed among infidels in different nations, to fubvert 
that perſons in our own country are engaged, in 
the proſecution of this ſcheme. Frederic of Pruf. 
ſia and Voltaire of France were patrons of this infi- 
del philoſophy. This confederacy of infidels has 
accompliſhed their object in France. Their phi- 
loſophy, like latent poiſon, had long been operat- 
ing on the body politic before the revolution. It 
prepared the way for the awful exploſion. It 

was this, which aboliſhed the ſabbath, which burned 
the bible, f which baniſhed the clergy, which guil- 
otined the monarch,” and riveted the. chains of 
flavery on the people. 

The exceſſes in France have er the reſult 
of the enthuſiaſm of the moment, but of princi- 
ples long eſtabliſhed. They, naturally grew out 
of that corrupt, demoralizing ſyſtem, Which had 
been ſpreading through the nation. The minds 


of ſome, i in every Mpgdomn, bars den contami 


nated... 8 

Thanks be to God, jr a ks faccels Foſs aty 
tended their enterpriſes in this country. We ſtill 
enjoy our holy religion. The wiſeſt and beſt 
men * glory in the.creſs,of Chrift,”? and are not 3. 
ſhamed to profels their faith in, and look for fal- 


vation 3 2 crucified Savior. 0 ee we 


3; Ritto mo 


, » Profeſſor Robinſon! 5 Proof of of 2 Conſpiracy Abbe Barruel's e | 


fatobloifm. 
7 The/Bible was burned in the public ſquare at Bene. 
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of evidence'and holds up the only hope. to the 


guilty. Let us declare with rejoicing the good- 
neſs of God, in diſappointing the views of thoſe, 
who would wreſt it from us. Though the pre- 


vailing infidel philoſophy has corrupted ſome in 


this country, it has been the means of rendering 
others, more open and decided friends of religion. 
Many, ho were wavering, have been eſtabliſhed 


in the belief of Chriſtianity ; and, from witneſſing 


the pernicious fruits of modern philoſophy, have 


been led to avoid it as a moſt dangerous poiſon: 


Let the infidel reject revelation and iglory in 
his ſuperior:diſcernment ; we will priae that Sav- 


jor, hom God in his love hath provided. In his 
croſs will we glory, believing, that God through 
him, is “ reconciling the worldto bimſel, not imputing 
their treſpaſſes unto rbem. 
Apoſtle, that © rhe preaching of the croſi, is Holfſoncſe 
10 them that periſh ; that the world by wiſdom knew not 


God, yet that it pleaſed God by the fooli ge fined 
ing toſave hem thut believe.” 


"We are info rmed'byan 


| Secondly. I mention, as a motive to Bistirude 
che paſt fruitful ſeaſon. We believe in the doc- 


trine of a ſuperintending Providence; that the 
ſeaſons are particularly ordered by that Being, 


who decreed, that ſummer and winter, ſeed time 
and harveſt, ſhould not ceaſe.” It is literally true, 
that Paul nay plant, A palles water, but God muſt 
give the increaſe- The Pfalmiſt, beautifully de- 
ſeribes the goodneſs of God in reſpect to the ſeaſ- 


on on. * © Thou wvifiteſt the earth, and water(ft it : thus 
; reathy 


(ww) 
| greath enrichef it, with the river of God; hich is ful 
of wwater. thou prepareſt them. corn, when thou haſt ſo 
provided for it. Thou wateręſt the [ridges thereef a. 
bundantly : thou ſettleſt the: furrows thereof; thou 
makeſt it ſoft with ſhowers; thou bleſſeſt the. ſpringing 
thereof. Thoucrowneft the year with thy goodneſs, and 
thy paths drop fatneſs.” In reference to the ſeaſon, 
Providence has remarkably ſmiled on us, in this 
part of the country. We were fayored with the 
carly and latter rain; the ſun afforded us his cheer- 
ing influence, and the year has been-crawned with 
the goodneſs of God. We remember ſome paſt 
ſeaſons, when the rain has been withheld ; others, 
when blaſts and mildews were ſent, deſtroying the | 
reaper's hope. The preſent year, we are favored 
with a rich fupply of the various productions of 
the earth. And ſhall we not bleſs. that kind Be: 
ing, who has thus ſmiled on the work of our 
hands, and filled our hearts wy; ood. And, ws 
nels 2+: iis 
7. thirdly, 'The faceels which has: ae out 
navigation and fiſheries, demand our grateful ac- 
knowledgments. We, who are in the interior of 
the country, are not generally ſenſible of the im» 
portance of theſe, to our national proſperity.— 
That a nation may be in the moſt flouriſhing cir; 
cumſtances, it is neceſſary, that ſucceſs ſhould: at- 
tend the various purſuits of its inhabitants. A 
large number of our citizens depend on the fiſhe- 
ries for ſupport. They draw their ſubſiſtence and 
wealth from the ocean. When, therefore, they 
a 
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have been proſpered in this lawful purſuit, it fur. 
niſhes cauſe of thankſgiving to God, whoſe bleſ. 
ſing muſt accompany all human means, to render 
them ſucceſsful. | . 

The“ merchant alſo, has proſecuted his exten - 
ſive trade, with profit and advantage.” The moſt 
beneficial effects, (under Providence,) have been 
found to reſult from our navy. Previouſly to this 


eſtabliſhment, our commerce ſuffered unlimited 
ſpoliations. The ocean was covered with pirates. 


Such protection is now afforded, that the merchant 
may purſue his lawful enterpriſes, with tolerable 


ſecurity. It has been aſſerted, (and with a good 
degree of probability) that the revenue which 
would have ariſen from captured property, to the 


United States, would have been ſufficient to e- 


quip every veſſel now in ſervice ; and that our 
navy has ſaved more property than the whole e ex 


penſe of our naval armament. e 
A commercial nation, ought never to be with. 
out the means, of protecting their trade. In no 


inſtance, has government diſcovered more genu- : 
ine policy, than in the attention they have given 


to this part of national defenſe. When the navy 


eſtabliſhment was firſt contemplated, it met vio- 
lent oppoſition ; but this oppoſition was made by 


thoſe who have uniformly oppoſed every meaſure, 
calculated to ſecure the honor and attach 3 5 


ance to the United States. 


Have there not too often exiſted in this country 5 


2 kind of rivalſhip and 1 between the agri- 


cultural 


„ 
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culturai and tke commereĩal parts of our citizenz? 
They have appeared to imagine; that they had dif. 
ferent intereſts: - Has not the merchant-wifhed to 
ſee a large proportion of the public burden hid 


upon the induſtrious farmer ? ? And has not the 


farmer, fearing that he ſhould bear more; than his 
| proportion, looked at the mercantile intereſt with 
a jealous eye, inconſiderately fuppoſing, that an b 


advantage would reſult from its depreſſion? 


This diſcovers a felfiſh ſpirit, as well as 2 
narrow policy. The fact is, both are mutual. 
ly dependent and of great importance to the proſ- 
perity of the nation. It is the intereſt of the 
merchant, that agriculture ſhould be encouraged; 


for he needs the produce of the field, to freight 


for a foreign market. Trade muſt languiſh 
with agriculture: It is the intereſt of the” kauf. = 


| bandinan, that commerce ſhould be protect 
if this is deſtroyed, his produce muſt periſſi on ks: 
hands: Agriculture and commerce are the great 
ſources of wealth to a nation. When the adven- 


turous merchant makes a profitable voyage; it not 


only enriches the individual, but adds wealth to 
the community. 5 

_ Fourthly. The ati Wahle of health; hich 
has been enjoyed, ought to be noticed with grat- 
itude. The capital of the Union, with ſome oth- 


er towns, have been again viſited with a mortal 


diſeaſe. It ſeems as though Providence deſigned 
the deſtruction of that Houriſhing, yet ur fated 


city. While we rejoice, my brethren, that the 


10 FE) 5 


bleling 6f health — been {6 generally enjoyed 
by our fellow citizens, we of this fociety have pe- 


culiar reaſon to weep and movtn with thoſe towns, 


which have been called to weep and mourn, *— 


Though we have been exempted from that alarm- 


ing malady, which in ſome places has prevailed, 
we have felt che rod of divine chaſtiſenient. With 
the afflicted families we have ſympathized. | But 
we have reaſon for thankfulneſs, that the mortal- 
ity has been no greater. Some, whom we had al- 
moſt numbered with the dead, through the good- 


neſs of God, have been ſpared to witneſs this day. 


With whit elevated devotion, with what ardent 


love, with what thankful heart, does it become 
ſuch to unite; © in declaring the works of the Lord 


with rejoicing, and ſacrificing the ſacrifices of thankſ- 
giving With propriety, may you adopt the 
words of the Pfalmiſt, 1 ſpall not die, but liut, and 
declare the works of the Lord. The Lord hath chaſ- 


 tened me fore + but he hath not given me over unto 
death. O may you imitate his pious reſolution 


and example. Open to me the gates of righteouf- ; 
ſi Twill py into them and praiſe the Lord. I will 


praiſe thee _ thou * beard aue, and a art became my 
fuboatins 
Fifthly. We obſerve, as what calls ft of our rejoic- 


ing on this day, the continuance of the life of our 


n 
of 


eng: th __— 5 nf ubs Ker res pointe eo vf i face pusto of 
Ale arty, tune cucumioriivil, yer. dibovifing,. & amiable num was 
call! wicth Mit Ml len- Through the guard of Col tier mortality was ao 


e 
of Providence upon our country, that in the pref 
ent criſis of our national affairs, ſo eminent a char. 
ater is placed at the head of our government. — 
Our ſituation for years. has been. critical. The 
ſtate of Europe has been. ſuch, and our connec. 
tion with European. powers, as required, great 
prudence, foreſight, judgment, moderation, and 
firmneſs, advantageoully to conduct the affgirs of 
State. The wiſeſt men muſt many times have 
been i in doubt, what was beſt to be done. Aman 
of raſhneſs might have ruined us; a man, 


not poſſeſſed of the wiſdom of the 


ro 
would have been duped and impoſed on; 2 man, m 
who was flexible, might have yielded the beſt in- Wl « 
tereſts of his country. Providence has been kind "MN 
in giving us ſuch a Preſident, in ſuch a day. His 0 
wiſdom and ſagacity have enabled him to diſcern 5 


danger, when at a diſtance. His moderation and 
calmneſs have preſerved him from raſh and pre- 
cipitate meaſures. His firmneſs and patriotiſm, 
from ſacrificing the honor and intereſts of his 
country. He hath faced dangers with reſolution. 

He hath encountered difficulties with a noble in- 
trepidity. And viewing his nation, an independent 
nation, he has looked ing on the interfer · 
ence of a foreign power. 

His adminiſtration, alſo, has been bichly 1 
Peace he has ſedulouſiy cultivated, with every na- 
tion. Aux RICA did not aſſume an hoſtile atti- 
tude, till the cup of reconciliation was exhauſted 40 
_ the laſt drop. i The late arrangements for the ad- 

 Joſtaipus. 


L 19 J 
juſtment of difficulties with France, (after, two 
unſucceſsful attempts, ) demonſtratively prove his 
ſincere wiſhes for peace. It is to be fervently hop- 
ed, that ſuch proofs of a paciſic adminiſtration 
may be the means, eventually, of conciliating the 
affections and conſidence of ne have been 
diſaffected. 1 73 
UB wech ox our: i nimbdbferation kad hows? 
ſeverely: cenſured; yet the proſpect is flattering, 
that the final ſue of meaſures will evince their 
wiſdomland policy. That there have been no er- 
rors in adminiſtration is not affirmed. No govern- 
ment on earth ia perfect. The day has been difſi- 
cult. Preſeience belongs to God alone. The of. 
ſicers of government cannot determine the certain 
conſequences of public meaſures. But we are 
bound to believe; they! have been. inffuenced, 
by an honeſt aim to ſerve us; and the e in? g 
events has ſerved to eſtabliſſi us in this belief. 
Happy would it be for us, did we duly prize 
bur preſent - enviable ſituation. We are favored 
with a conſtitution of civil government, wiſe in 
its conſtruction, adapted to the genius and habits 
of the people, adminiſtered by men of our choice, 
whoſe intereſt and happineſs are involved with our 
own, in the fate of our country; who have ſa- 
credly regarded the principles of that conſtitution, 
which was deſigned for a rule to the governing and 
to protect the lives, the liberty, and property af the 
governed; who have manifeſtly conſulted the 
honor, purſyed the intereſt, and aimed at the fup- 
I port 
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port of the Independence of the country; who 
have afforded every poſſible protection to com- 
merce, and ſtudied to favor the induſtrious huſ. 
bandman; who, ſofar from wiſhing to ſecrete their 
proceedings from the publie eye, have courted in. 
veſtigation; in this government we have been ac. 
cuſtomed to repoſe confidence, and hitherto have 
found that our confidence has not been miſplaced. 
_ Sixthly, With thankfulneſs and rejoicing: we | 

ſhould this day preſent our offering, for being 
preſerved from thoſe ſcenes of miſery and blood, 
which have been witneſſed in Europe. The preſ- 
ent campaign, has been marked with carnage. 
The fineſt and moſt beautiful countries have been 
deſolated and cities laid in ruins. What ravages 

and deſtruction are made by war? How diſtreſſ. 
ing for thoſe, who have lived, where the great: the- 
atre of operation has been ? Numerous armies 
like the locuſts in Egypt, ſpread ruin wherever 
they go. The innocent inhabitants have been o- 
bliged to fly, leaving their dwellings and their 
| fields, to be phundered by a rude ſoldiery. We, 
my brethren, never knew in this place and may 
God grant that we never may know, the diſtrels | 

of having our ſields and country thus laid waſte. 
What cauſe of thankfulneſs that while many na- 


tions are experiencing the calamities of r we 


here enjoy the ſweets of liberty and peace. 
I may further mention, as a motive to 3 
| tude, that the progreſs of events in Europe has 
been favorable to the intereſt of our own coun- 


try. Fr ance, like Rome of old, had multiplied 
her victories and extended her conqueſts. Flat- 


ed with uninterrupted ſucceſſes, other govern-. 


ments were treated with little ceremony or re- 
ſpect. But ſhe; aroſe to greatneſs, by treachery. 
and blood. Her boundleſs ambition has awaken- 
ed other nations to a ſenſe of their danger and 

produced a. coalition, which haye already hum- 

bled her pride. Though we wiſh to ſec that. af 
piring nation, reduced to their former hmuts, we 


do not wiſh to fee it departmentized like Poland, 


In the great political drama, now. acting in Eu- 
rope, Great Britain has taken a conſpicuous part. 


© For x conſiderable time, ſhe appeared to be the 


only barrier againſt the encroachments of revoly- 
tionizing France. The eyes of all nations were 
drawn toward this power. Her ſucceſsful c oppo- 
ſition to her enemy, have produced conſequences . 
highly auſpicious to other Nations. 


Stall we may be looking | for great events, ix in the 


European world. At this moment it preſents us 


with the melancholy picture of fallen republics, 
blood, and carnage. May he, who ruleth a among 
the patigns, cauſe : the Deen! eventful Period, to 


8 making. aner, 1 ir des the rule 
of her conduct, together with her hoſtile threats 
towards theſe States, has heretofore alarmed us, 
for our peace and fafety. We witneſſed her am- 
bition and treachery; We ſaw other republics fall- 


5 ing by her intrigues, and we juſtly feared, leſt by 


We”. 
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her arts, accompanied by her! power, we ſhould: 


be reduced to a ſtate of vaſſalage and dependence. 
Shall we not render unfeigned thanks to the great 


Diſpoſer of all events, for preſerving us from cloſ. 
5 ing the mournful train of fallen State? 


Let us love, our own country. Gratitude a- 
mong individuals is an amiable and commendable : 
virtue. When a kind neighbor aſſiſts us, with a 
manifeſt view to oblige and ſerve us, we ought to 


- be grateful. Individuals may be governed, by no- 
ble and diſintereſted motives; nations never are. 
* may be queſtioned, whether national gratitude 


is ever incumbent. Much has been ſaid; of the 
debt of gratitude, we owed to France. He is 
greatly miſtaken and does not duly conſider the 


policy of nations, who imagines they aſſiſted us 


from any benevolence or Gd, They had ever 


locked on the increaling greatneſs of England | 


with a jealous eye. That was improved as 2 fit 
moment to maim a rival power. Their object 5 
was not ſo much to give liberty to AMERICA, as 
to reap advantage from the exiſting quarrel. For 


all ſervices rendered us, full compenſation has 


been made. No further debt is due. It argues 
perfect weakneſs, to talk of the gratitude we owe 
to France. Selfintereſt invariably governs na- 


tions. A benevolent neighbor, may be influen- 


ced by the moſt generous motives, but nations are 


always ſelfiſh. This being the governing princi- 


ple, it removes the — — to national e 
tude. 54 


T heſe 
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'of the-works, which ought on: the preſent occa- 


ſion to be declared with rejoicing. Let us ex- 


preſs our joy, as becometh chriſtians. While we 
ſit at the feſtive board, O may we raiſe our 


hearts, in thankfulneſs to the Giver of all good, 


And from our cloſets may holy | incenſe ariſe. -. 


. Having attempted to preſent to your view ſome 


events, deſigned as motives to gratitude ; I am 
led to notice a rebuke of Providence on this Com- 


monwealth, (viz.) the death of our Governor. 
In capacity of Chief Magiſtrate, he . preſided 


with honor to himſelf and general ſatisfaction. 
Endued with talents ſolid and uſeful, which he 
improved in the ſervice of his country; theſe 
with his many virtues commanded reſpect, engag- 
ed confidence, rendered his life dear, his Seath. 
lamented, and his memory precious. 


While in the view of paſt mercies, we ſee dat 


cauſe for thankfulneſs, it becomes us with the 
deepeſt penitence of ſoul to confeſs our ſins. In 


attending to the courſe of divine Providence, We 
perceive that we have been a favored people; by 
attending to our own character, we perceive. chat 


we are a ſinful people. The prevalence of vice 
and infidelity, and the ſpread. of demoralizing 
principles, may lead us yet to fear for our proſ- 
perity and peace. How viſible and great has been 


our degeneracy, within the compaſs of our own. 

recollection! Heaven has multiplied its favors up- 

on us; and | in proportion t. to the increaſe of their 
—_— ODOR} = . * | 
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number and greatnels, Have we ſeemed to degen. 
erate.” When {ſeriouſly attending to the moral 
ſite of bur country, how naturally does the proph- 
et LHiab's deſeriptlon of Judah occur to the mind. 
4 5 Jihful nation, a prople laden with iniquity, a ſeed 
5 of evil doers, children that are corruptero; they Babe 
5 forſaken the Lord, they have provoked the Holy One of 
Vrael to anger, they are gone #way backward.” God 
has paſſed before us in goodneſs and threatened 
us with tokens of his diſpleaſure, 2 x have _ | 
| returned to ne, Jab the Lorient 
„ Let our  thankſgivings be cement whh : 
humble, ſincere prayer, to the God and Father 
ol our Lord and Savior. Teſus Chriſt, that he would 
plwead the cauſe of truth and righteoufneſs, and 
give efficacy to his goſpel. Should we witneſs a 
general reformation. of manners ; ſhould we be- 
hold vital piety and genuine religion revived, the 
ſecure inner awakened, and Zion flouriſhing, 
then may we propheſy good concerning our land. 
But ſo long as vice in all its forms prevails, we 
ſhall have reaſon to fear, that if one threatened 
calamity i is e another more affiQive my 
be ſent. 5 EI 166 TIT: 
Let our Gange be accompanied with 
penitent confeſſions. And when we bring our 
| offerings for the bleſſings of the year, may we look 
in the exerciſe of faith, to the arab: 7 Cod, h 
taketh whey the fan . the wird. 305 


AMEN, 


